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What is school choice?
School choice is an opportunity for students in
Hamilton County to select from a variety of school
enrollments that best fit their educational interests
and needs. School choice allows kids an early step
into adulthood, as well as a jumpstart into their future
college and career life. Every student has the
possibility of getting in; however, the selection is by
a randomized choice lottery application, so not
everyone is guaranteed a seat.

Types of school choices available
-Magnet schools are unique programs based around
a theme or philosophy. They offer transportation
options for out of zone students.
-Open enrollment schools are schools that have
open seats across the district for students who are not
zoned for them. Transportation is not provided.
-Early College/Career Programs offer students a
chance to earn early postsecondary credit during high
school to kick start their post-graduation plans. There
are 5 options throughout Hamilton County, such as
Collegiate High at Chattanooga State, Polytech
Academy, Mechatronics Academy at Volkswagen,
Gestamp Work - Based Learning Program, and
Sequoyah High School, as well as Early Post
Secondary options offered at magnet and zoned
schools.
-Future Ready Institutes are schools within a
school that offer a variety of career programs of
study. These are offered in 13 zone high schools, and
provide small learning groups, engaging instruction,
partnerships beyond school, and a jump start to

postsecondary education. If you are not attending
your zoned school, then you may need to provide
your own transportation.

How to apply/deadlines
Deadlines are the same for all options
November 14, 2022: Choice Lottery applications are
available - Application Process Opens
January 31, 2023: Deadline for Choice applications
submission- Application Process Closes
February 10, 2023: District runs Choice Lottery
February 17, 2023: District shares Lottery results
February 24, 2023: Deadline for families to respond
to Choice School offer
March 1, 2023 - August 1, 2023: Choice application
opens for new student applicants ONLY

How to apply
Admission for the school/programs of choice is based
on a space-available basis through an application
process. This process runs from November 14
through January 31 this year. Seats will be filled from
applications submitted before the deadline.

Use your existing Parent Portal account at
https://powerschool.hcde.org/public/ to complete the
choice application or you can go to
www.hcde.org/choosehamilton for more instructions.
Click on your student’s name, then click on the
Choice Lottery Application 2023-24 link in the
Navigation list. To submit a choice lottery application
for another child, repeat the above process. You will
need to apply on a device other than a phone.
If there are more people than seats available, then a
lottery will be used to assign students according to
their choice, any further openings will be filled first
from the waitlist.

(All information taken from HCDE’s School Choice
website: https://www.hcde.org/school_choice and links)

https://powerschool.hcde.org/public/
https://powerschool.hcde.org/public/
http://www.hcde.org/choosehamilton
https://www.hcde.org/school_choice


A Walk with Ms. Walker
Did you know that our school social worker worked in
Africa? We didn't either!!! Our social worker, Ms.
Walker, went to Africa as a Peace Corps volunteer from
2010 - 2012. The Peace Corps is an American service
agency that sends motivated individuals to interested
countries to help with pressing challenges and to
promote mutual understanding. After college, Ms.
Walker wanted to help people outside of her own
country so she joined the Peace Corps. We decided to
interview her to find out more about her experiences as
a Peace Corps volunteer in Africa.

Why did you join the peace corps?
Ms. Walker joined the Peace Corps because of her
desire to help people. She stated, “I had done a lot of
volunteer work in high school and college, but I wanted
to do more outside of the country.” She also added that
she was inspired to work overseas from a movie she
watched in one of her freshman-year college classes.

Was it dangerous?
We wondered if she ever encountered dangerous
situations during her service. She said she felt safe most
of the time; however, she felt uneasy when she to ride
her bike or hitchhike because the roads were so bad.
“There are also a lot of dangerous animals around:
snakes, killer ants, huge spiders. I was more afraid of
those things,” she stated.

What was life like in another country?
Ms. Walker lived in Zambia, Africa. Zambia is divided
into provinces and she lived in Northern Province. She
said, “Northern Province has very similar weather to
Chattanooga.” She also expressed how fun it was to
travel to new places because you get to learn new things
and meet people. To fit in, she learned Bemba, one of
the local languages. Before the Peace Corps, she had
traveled to other countries but never lived overseas.

Funny stories?
We asked if she had any funny or interesting stories to
share. She said one of her funniest interactions was
when she was riding her bike in the village and a dog
started to follow her. Luckily, it was a friendly dog and

happened to be a puppy from her own dog, Hendrix.
She then went on to explain, “I didn't want the dog to
follow me on the road, so I tried to bike very fast to
outrun it. I did, but when I hit the tarmac-road I fell off
of my bike in front of the whole village, in my school
skirt.” Although she was embarrassed, several people
ran up to her speaking Bemba, making sure she was ok.

How did you help people?
Ms.Walker's primary job as a Peace Corps volunteer
was as a teacher. “I worked under the Rural Education
Development program (RED). I taught English to 6th
-9th graders mostly, but also worked with a preschool
class,” she stated. She explained how her role was to
co-teach and help students pass their exams to move on
to secondary school. She also ran a girls club after
school to help promote confidence, safety, and future
goals for her students. She added that she also worked
with adults in the village, teaching them how to speak
English and get health care when they needed it. “The
village and community helped me a lot too. They taught
me how to ride my bike, how to cook, how to dance,
how to speak Bemba and they even built my house.”

Final Thoughts about her Peace Corps Service
Ms. Walker said that one of the hardest challenges she
faced was spending two years away from friends and
family. Sometimes she was lonely and homesick.
Nevertheless, she soon made new friends and had the
opportunity to travel around Africa, which allowed her
to learn more about herself. She added that Africa is a
huge, beautiful continent and Zambia is just one of the
amazing 54 countries there. Although she lived in a
mud hut in a rural area, other parts of Africa are highly
developed with large urban cities and suburbs. She
shared her final thoughts, “I am beyond grateful for the
experience and hope to do something like it again. I
wanted to make sure the people I worked with



understood that I didn't have all the answers: a lot of
times people go volunteer overseas with that idea. I also
think the village and community helped me more than I
helped them. I miss Zambia often. I miss the kids, the
people, the food, and the surroundings. I hope to go
back one day.”
----------------------------------------------------------------
Recipe: By Aubrey, Riley, and Annalise

M&M Cookie Bars or Cookies (Servings: 20)
Ingredients:

● 3 cups all-purpose flour
● ¾ teaspoon baking powder
● ¾ teaspoon baking soda
● ¾ teaspoon salt
● 1 cup butter (room temperature)
● ¾ cup granulated sugar
● 1 cup light brown sugar
● 2 eggs
● 2 teaspoons vanilla extract
● 1 heaping cup M&M candies (use holiday

colors)
● ½ cup mini chocolate chips

Instructions:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.
2. Line a 9X13 baking pan with parchment

paper (You can also just grease the pan). Set
aside.

3. Combine flour, baking powder, baking soda
and salt in a medium bowl; set aside

4. Add butter, sugar, and brown sugar to a large
mixing bowl or stand mixer and beat well
until creamed together. Add egg and vanilla
and mix until combined

5. Gradually add in flour; mix until combined.
Stir in chocolate chips and m&m’s. Press
dough into an even layer of prepared pan.
(Use waxed paper to press on dough.)

6. Bake for 18-25 minutes or until a toothpick
inserted in the center comes out clean

7. Remove from the pan and let cool completely.
Pull on the side of parchment paper to remove
bars from the pan and cut into squares.
(Also makes good cookies)

Events in Popular Culture:
Breaking Bad Statue
By: Carter
Why have actually historically
significant statues when you
can have a Breaking Bad
statue? Yep, you heard me right
there’s an actual Breaking Bad
statue in Albuquerque, New
Mexico featuring lead characters Walter Hardwell
White and Jesse Bruce Pinkman. “I’m just rather
grateful that it’s indoors so that the pigeons won’t
crap on our heads,” actor Bryan Cranston said.

Taylor Swift Midnights
By: Aubrey and Riley
Taylor Swift has raised the bar in the music industry
with the release of her new album “Midnights.” From
day one she has broken several records, including
being the first artist to claim all top 10 spots on the
Billboard Hot 100, as well as breaking the record as
the most-streamed artist in a single day in Spotify
history. Taylor is taking advantage of the attention,
and has announced the dates for her upcoming “Era
Tour.”

Word Of The Month: Misanthrope
By: Annalise
Misanthrope comes from the Greek word
misanthrōpos which means “hating humankind.”
Definition- noun: a person who dislikes humankind
and avoids human society. “In his judgments of
mankind, he often talked as a misanthrope.”, “He
was shunned because of his miserable misanthropic
nature.” Famous holiday season misanthropes
include The Grinch, Scrooge, Burgermeister
Meisterburger. This is the word of the month, if you
want to improve your vocabulary then use the word
misanthrope in your next conversation.

Have a great winter break everyone!!




